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Introduction 
 
The Acura MDX, a luxury mid-size crossover SUV, has become one of the most 
popular and enduring models in Acura's lineup since its debut in 2001. As one of the 
first luxury crossovers to offer third-row seating, the MDX set a benchmark for other 
vehicles in its class. Over the years, Acura has refined and improved the MDX with 
advancements in technology, design, performance, and safety. This booklet will take 
a closer look at the evolution of the Acura MDX, highlighting the key changes and 
developments that have taken place across its four generations. 
 
1st Generation (2001–2006) 
 
When the Acura MDX was introduced in 2001, it was a groundbreaking vehicle in the 
luxury SUV market. Acura based the MDX on Honda’s Global Light Truck platform, 
sharing many components with the Honda Pilot, yet designed it to stand out as a 
more luxurious offering. This first-
generation model filled a gap in the 
market, offering a premium alternative to 
the large, truck-based SUVs of the time. 
 
**Design and Features:**   
The first-generation MDX had a sleek, 
modern design that was a departure from 
the boxy SUVs that dominated the road. It 
featured unibody construction, which 
allowed for a smoother ride and better 
handling than traditional body-on-frame 
SUVs. The vehicle's interior was spacious, 
with a focus on comfort and convenience, including standard leather seats, an 
automatic climate control system, and a sunroof. 
 
**Performance and Technology:**   
Powered by a 3.5-liter V6 engine producing 240 horsepower, the MDX offered good 
performance for its class. It was one of the first SUVs to include a VTM-4 all-wheel-
drive system, which could direct power to the wheels with the most traction, giving it 
respectable off-road capability. The MDX also featured Acura’s stability control 
system, a precursor to the modern safety technologies now found in most vehicles. 
One key selling point was its ability to seat up to seven passengers comfortably, 
thanks to the third-row seating—a feature that was rare in SUVs at the time. 
 
**Acclaim:**   
The first-generation Acura MDX won several awards for its innovation and design, 
including the North American Truck of the Year in 2001 and Motor Trend’s SUV of the 
Year. It quickly gained a reputation for its reliability, luxury, and family-friendly 
features, setting the foundation for its future success. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
2nd Generation (2007–2013) 
 
The second-generation MDX, introduced in 2007, represented a significant step 
forward in terms of performance, technology, and styling. Acura positioned the MDX 
as a sportier, more premium offering while enhancing its family-oriented appeal. 
 
**Design and Features:**   
The exterior design of the second-generation MDX became more aggressive and 
aerodynamic. A bold front grille, sharper lines, and a more pronounced stance gave it 

a stronger presence on the road. Inside, 
the MDX saw an upgrade in materials, with 
soft-touch surfaces, higher-quality leather, 
and wood trim, all contributing to a more 
upscale cabin environment. 
 
**Performance and Technology:**   
Acura equipped the 2nd-gen MDX with a 
new 3.7-liter V6 engine that produced 300 
horsepower, paired with a 5-speed 
automatic transmission. The engine 

delivered more power and better fuel efficiency than its predecessor. This generation 
also introduced the Acura SH-AWD (Super Handling All-Wheel Drive) system, which 
improved handling by actively distributing power between the front and rear wheels 
and side to side on the rear axle, resulting in better cornering performance. 
 
New technology features included an upgraded navigation system with real-time 
traffic, an available rearview camera, and a premium 10-speaker audio system. 
Advanced safety technologies such as adaptive cruise control, a collision mitigation 
braking system, and a blind-spot information system were also introduced in the later 
years of this generation. 
 
**Impact:**   
The second-generation MDX solidified its place in the luxury SUV market, thanks to 
its improved driving dynamics, enhanced luxury features, and cutting-edge 
technology. It maintained a balance between performance, comfort, and utility that 
appealed to a broad range of buyers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
3rd Generation (2014–2020) 
 
In 2014, Acura launched the third-generation MDX, which was designed to offer even 
greater comfort, efficiency, and technological sophistication. This generation built 
upon the strengths of its predecessors while introducing new features that pushed 
the MDX further into the realm of premium SUVs. 
 
**Design and Features:**   
The third-generation MDX featured a more refined, sculpted exterior with Acura’s 
signature Jewel Eye LED headlights and a sleek, more aerodynamic shape. The vehicle 
was slightly lower and wider than the previous model, contributing to better handling 
and a more athletic look. Inside, the MDX became more luxurious with higher-quality 
materials, more spacious second-row seats, and additional comfort features such as 
heated and ventilated front seats. 
 
**Performance and Technology:**   
The 3rd-gen MDX continued with a 3.5-
liter V6 engine, but it now featured 
direct fuel injection and cylinder 
deactivation, which improved both 
performance and fuel efficiency. It 
produced 290 horsepower and was 
paired with a new 6-speed automatic 
transmission, later upgraded to a 9-
speed in 2016. Front-wheel drive 
became standard, with all-wheel drive 
still available as an option.  
 
Acura also introduced a hybrid version of the MDX in 2017, known as the MDX Sport 
Hybrid. This version used a 3.0-liter V6 engine combined with three electric motors 
to produce 321 horsepower, offering both better fuel efficiency and enhanced 
performance. 
 
The third-generation MDX was loaded with advanced technology, including a dual-
screen infotainment system, AcuraLink smartphone connectivity, and a host of driver 
assistance features such as lane-keeping assist, forward-collision warning, and a 
surround-view camera. 
 
**Sales and Recognition:**   
The MDX continued to be a strong seller in Acura’s lineup, and the third-generation 
model received high marks for its technology, safety, and comfort. It remained one of 
the best-selling luxury SUVs in the United States, praised for its balance of family-
friendly features and premium amenities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
4th Generation (2022–Present) 
 
The fourth-generation Acura MDX, launched in 2022, marks the most dramatic 
evolution of the model to date. Acura has re-engineered the MDX from the ground 
up, making it more competitive than ever in the luxury SUV market. 
 
**Design and Features:**   
The 4th-gen MDX adopts Acura's latest design language, with a striking Diamond 
Pentagon grille, sharper lines, and a wider, more muscular stance. The interior has 
been thoroughly modernized with a minimalist, high-tech design. Premium materials, 
such as open-pore wood, brushed aluminum, and soft leather, give the cabin an 
upscale feel. The new MDX offers even more space for passengers, with an extended 
wheelbase providing additional legroom for the second and third rows. 
 

**Performance and 
Technology:**   
The standard MDX is powered by 
a 3.5-liter V6 engine producing 
290 horsepower, paired with a 
10-speed automatic 
transmission. However, Acura has 
introduced the MDX Type S, a 
high-performance variant with a 
3.0-liter turbocharged V6 engine 
producing 355 horsepower and 
354 lb-ft of torque. The Type S 

offers sportier handling and a more dynamic driving experience. 
 
Acura has also packed the new MDX with advanced technology, including a fully 
digital 12.3-inch driver’s display, a 12.3-inch infotainment screen with touchpad 
control, and an optional ELS Studio 3D premium audio system. Standard safety 
features include AcuraWatch, which offers adaptive cruise control, lane-keeping 
assist, and automatic emergency braking. 
 
**Impact:**   
The fourth-generation MDX has been well-received for its blend of luxury, 
technology, and performance. The introduction of the Type S variant adds a level of 
excitement to the lineup, making the MDX appealing to both families and driving 
enthusiasts alike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conclusion 
 
The evolution of the Acura MDX is a testament to Acura's ability to innovate and 
adapt to changing market demands. Over four generations, the MDX has grown from 
a pioneering luxury crossover to a technologically advanced, high-performance SUV. 
Its blend of practicality, luxury, and performance continues to make it a top choice 
for buyers in the luxury SUV segment. As Acura continues to push the boundaries of 
design, technology, and performance, the future of the MDX looks as promising as 
ever. 
 
 

Is it time to get in the driver’s seat? 
 

 


